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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

Section 2.1. Definitions and Rules of Interpretation. For the purposes of this Ordinance, 
certain words, terms and phrases are herein defined in this chapter. The following rules shall apply 
in the interpretation of the words, terms and phrases in this Ordinance.

1. Any word, term or phrase that is not defined in this chapter shall have the meaning in 
common or standard use that is consistent with the context in which the word, term 
or phrase is used.

2. The particular shall control the general.

3. The word “shall” is mandatory and not discretionary.  The word “may” is 
discretionary and permissive.

4. Words used in the present tense shall include the future, and words used in the 
singular number shall include the plural and the plural the singular, unless the context 
clearly indicates the contrary.

5. The word “structure” includes the word “building,” and reference to structure or 
building includes any part thereof.

6. The word “person” includes any individual, corporation, partnership, incorporated 
association or other similar entity, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary.

7. The word “dwelling” includes the word “residence,” and the word “lot” includes the 
word “parcel.”

8. The word “road” refers to both public and private roads, unless the context clearly 
indicates the contrary; “road” also means “street.”

Section 2.2. Definitions, A-E.

1. Accessory Building.  A subordinate building detached from the principal building 
but located on the same parcel of land as the principal building, and which is devoted 
to an accessory use.  A subordinate part of a principal building, such as an attached 
garage, is not an accessory building.

2. Accessory Use.  A use of land or of a building or portion thereof customarily 
incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the land or building and located on 
the same lot as the principal use.

3. Adult Day Care Center.  A facility, other than a private residence, in which one or 
more adults who are aged, mentally ill, developmentally disabled, or physically 
handicapped are received for care and supervision for periods of less than 24 hours a 
day.  An adult day care center does not include any establishment commonly 
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described as an alcohol or a substance-abuse rehabilitation center, or a facility for 
persons released from or assigned to adult correctional institutions.

4. Adult Day Care Home.  A private residence with the approved capacity to receive 
six or fewer adults to be provided with foster care for periods of less than 24 hours 
per day, five or more days per week and for two or more consecutive weeks, as
licensed and regulated under the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, Act 218 
of the Public Acts of 1979, MCL 400.701 et seq., as amended.  The adult day care 
home licensee shall be a member of the household, and an occupant of the residence.

5. Adult Foster Care Family Home.  A private residence with the approved capacity 
to receive six or fewer adults to be provided with foster care for periods of 24 hours 
per day, five or more days per week and for two or more consecutive weeks, as 
licensed and regulated under the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, Act 218 
of the Public Acts of 1979, MCL 400.701 et seq., as amended.  The adult foster care 
family home licensee shall be a member of the household, and an occupant of the 
residence.  In addition, the term shall include a private residence with a capacity of at 
least one but not more than four adults who all receive benefits from a community 
mental health services program if the local community mental health services 
program monitors the services being delivered in a residential setting.

6. Adult Foster Care Small Group Home.  An adult foster care facility licensed under 
the Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act, Act 218 of the Public Acts of 1979, 
MCL 400.701 et seq., as amended, in which the adult foster care small group home 
licensee is a member of the household and an occupant of the residence.  The home 
shall be a private residence providing adults with foster care for 24 hours a day, five 
or more days per week and for two or more consecutive weeks.  It shall have an
approved capacity to receive at least seven but not more than 12 adults.

7. Big-Box Store.  A very large retail store, usually with a physical layout that 
resembles a large square or box when viewed from above, and including more than 
80,000 square feet of gross floor area.  The store has a very large off-street parking 
area, offers a wide variety of merchandise for sale and may provide some services as 
well.  It may offer its merchandise at discounted prices.  A big-box store may also be 
referred to as a super store or super center.  It is frequently a part of a national or 
regional retail merchandise company, with multiple store locations.

8. Building.  Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended 
for the shelter, housing, or enclosure of any individual, activity, process, equipment, 
goods, materials or other objects or uses commonly included in a building.

9. Building, Principal. A building in which the main use of the lot or parcel of land is 
conducted.

10. Building Height.  The vertical distance from the grade plane to the top of the highest 
roof beams of a flat roof, or the mean level of the highest ridge, gable or hip of a 
sloped roof.  






















